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OUR  PERPETUAL  DEBT 

By  JOSEPH  FIELDING  SMITH,  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 

Address  delivered  at  the  Thursday  afternoon  session  of  the  I  14th  annuai 
general  conference,  April  6,  1944.  in  the  Tabernacle 


AT  the  session  of  tlie  conl'ereiu'e  this 
morning  we  were  intoi'ined  thul  llu- 
church  is  out  of  debt,  that  it  owes  no  man 
or  any  institution  a  dolhir.  For  that  J  am 
grateful,    as  1   know   you   are.  But   the 

chui'ch  is  in  debt — fortunately  not  finan- 
cially, but  it  is  in  debt  now,  has  always  been 
in  debt,  and  will  be  in  debt  as  long  as  time 
endures. 

With  the  help  of  the  Lord,  this  after- 
noon T  would  like  to  point  out  some  of  these 
obligations  resting  upon  the  church  collec- 
tively, and  upon  the  church  individually. 

James  has  said  that  "  every  good  gift  and 
every  perfect  gift  is  from  above,  and  cometh 
down  from  the  Father  of  lights,  with  whom 
is  no  variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turn- 
ing." Everything  that  we  possess,  every 
blessing  that  comes  is  through  the  mercy 
and  the  goodness  of  our  Father  in  heaven, 
and  his  Son  Jesus  Christ. 

We  read,  in  the  second  chapter  of  Mosiah, 
the  words  of  King  Benjamin  which  he  was 
commanded  by  an  aiigel  to  preach  unto  his 
people.  I  want  to  read  one  oi-  two  of  these 
verses : 

I  say  unto  you,  my  brethren,  that  if 
yov  should  render  all  the  thanhs  and 
praise  which  your  whole  son!  has  power 
to  possess,  to  that  God  who  has  created 
you,  and  lias  hept  and  preserved  you,  and 
has  caused  that  ye  should  rejohe,  and  has 
granted  that  ye  should  live  a  peace  one 
with   another — 

7  say  unto  you  that  if  ye  should  serve 
him  ivho  has  created  you  from,  the  begin- 
ning, and.  is  preserving  you  from  day  to 
day,  by  lending  you  breath,  that  ye  may 
live  and  move  and  do  according  to  your 
own  ivill,  and  even  supporting  you  from 
one  moment  to  another — 7  say,  if  ye 
should  serve  him  ivith  all  your  ivhole 
souls,  yet  ye  would  be  unprofitable 
servants. 

And  -behold,  all  that  he  requires  of  you 
is  to  keep  his  comm,andme7its ;  and  he  has 
prom.ised   you  that  if  ye  ivould  keep   his 


rommandmoits,  ye  should  prosper  in  the 
land:  and  he  never  doth  vary  from  that 
which  he  hath  said:  Therefore,  if  ye  do 
Iceep  his  commandments,  he  doth  bless 
you  and  prosper  you. 

And   now,    in   the  first   place,    he    hath 
created  you,   and  granted   unto  you   your 
lives,  for  which  ye  are  indebted  unto  him. 
And  secondly,  he  doth  require  that  ye 
should   do   as   he   hath  commanded   you; 
for  which  if  ye  do,  he  doth  immediately 
bless    you:    and    therefore    he    hath    paid 
you.     And  yc  are  still  indebted  unto  him, 
and  arc,    and  ivill   be,  forever  and   ever; 
therefore,  of  what  liave  ye  to  boast? 
How  glorious  is  the  plan  of  salvation,  in- 
augurated   before    the    foundation    of    the 
^\orld  for  the  salvation  of  men.       Adam  was 
sent  to  start  the  race,  and  through  doing  so, 
it  became  necessary  for  him  to  transgress 
a  law  to  bring  death,  or  mortality,  into  the 
world.  That  made   it  necessary  for  the 

coming  of  Jesus  Christ  to  redeem  us  from 
.\ dam's  transgression,  or  the  mortal  death, 
and  through  the  mercy  of  our  Father  in 
heaven,  and  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  through 
that  atonement  we  likewise  are  granted  re- 
demption from  our  own  sins  on  condition  of 
our  repentance. 

The  resurrection  comes  to  every  soul,  no 
matter  how  he  lives,  no  matter  what  he 
believes ;  it  comes  to  the  wicked  as  well 
as  to  the  righteous,  and  every  man  shall 
receive  his  reward  according  to  his  work's. 

Salvation  from  our  individual  sins  comes 
through  our  repentance  and  cannot  come 
any  other  way.  And  that  all  comes  through 
the  mission  of  Jesus  Christ,  who,  according 
to  the  teachings  of  Paul,  bought  us  with  a 
price,  and  therefore,  we  belong  to  him  and 
we  are  indebted  to  him.  Never,   worlds 

without  end,  will  we  be  able  to  pay  that 
debt.  And  that  being  true,  we  are  under 
obligation  to  keep  his  commandments,  to 
walk  in  the  light  of  truth,  to  hearken  to  his 
precepts,  to  obey  "  every  M-ord  that  pro- 
ceedeth  forth  from  the  mouth  of  God." 
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Ingratitude  is,  1  think,  the  most  preva- 
lent of  all  sins,  and  one  of  the  greatest,  be- 
cause every  soul  who  refuses  to  abide  in  llie 
truth,  who  vi'ill  not  walk  in  the  light  ami 
understanding  of  the  commandments  which 
Jesus  Christ  has  given,  is  ungrateful.  He 
came  and  gave  his  life  to  redeem  us  from 
transgression.  He  was  nailed  to  a  cross 
and  his  blood  was  shed.  "What  for?  That 
we  might  live,  that  we  might  receive  the 
remission  of  our  sins,  that  we  might, 
through  obedience  to  the  principles  of  the 
gospel,  come  back  again  into  the  presence 
of  God  the  Father,  and  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ. 

He  did  not  have  to  die.  He  did  that 

A'oluntarily.  He  tells  us  plainly  that 
he  laid  down  his  life  that  he  might 
take  it  again,  because  that  is  the  com- 
mandment which  he  had  received  fi'oni 
his  Father.  "  No  man  taketh  it  from 
me,"  he  said,  "  but  I  lay  it  down  of  my- 
self; I  have  power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I 
have  power  to  take  it  again.  This  com- 
mandment have  I  received  of  my  Father," 

Can  you  imagine  the  suffering,  the  extent 
of  the  anguish  of  soul  that  our  Saviour 
passed  through — he  who  is  the  Son  of  God 
— in  order  that  we  might  receive  the  resur- 
rection, and  that  we  might  receive  the 
remission  of  our  sins  through  obedience  to 
the  principles  of  the  gospel,  and  an  exalta- 
tion in  the  presence  of  the  Father  and  the 
Son?  Do  we  realize  what  all  of  that 
means  ? 

I  think  it  is  understood  by  many  that  the 
great  suffering  of  Jesus  Christ  came  through 
the  driving  of  nails  in  his  hands  and  in  his 
feet,  and  in  being  suspended  upon  a  cross, 
until  death  mercifully  released  him.  That 
is  not  the  case.  As  excruciating,  as  severe 
as  was  that  punishment,  coming  from  the 
driving  of  nails  through  his  hands  and 
through  his  feet,  and  being  suspended, 
imtil  relieved  by  death,  yet  still  greater  was 
the  suffering  which  he  endured  in  carrying 
the  burden  of  the  sins  of  the  world— my 
sins,  and  your  sins,  and  the  sins  of  every 
living  creature.  This  suffering  came  before 
he  ever  got  to  the  cross,  and  it  caused  the 
blood  to  come  forth  from  the  pores  of  his 
body,  so  great  was  that  anguish  of  his  soul, 
the  torment  of  his  spirit  that  he  was  called 
upon  to  undergo. 


Are  we  nut  indebted?  Yes.  Are  we 
ungrateful.  Yes,  unless  we  are  willing  to 
abide  by  evei-y  word  that  comes  from  the 
mouth  of  God,  unless  we  are  obedient,  un- 
less our  hearts  are  broken,  in  the  scriptural 
sense,  unless  our  spirits  are  contrite,  unless 
within  our  souls  is  the  spirit  of  humility  and 
faith  ;uid  obedience. 

Now,  there  are  many  debts  which  we  owe 
to  the  Lord.  There  is  the  debt  of  preach- 
ing this  gospel  to  a  wicked  and  perverse 
generation,  and  those  are  the  words  of  the 
Lord,  so  do  not  accuse  me  of  calling  the 
woi-ld  wicked.  It  is.  I  can  testify  to 
that  from  what  I  have  seen  of  it,  and  I  have 
not  seen  of  the  wickedness  but  a  small  part, 
1    assure  you.  But   the   world   to-day  is 

filthy,  drunken,  satui'ated  and  stinking  with 
tobacco.  The  world  is  full  of  immorality. 
It  is  a  fallen  world;  it  has  been  a  fallen 
world  since  Adam  was  driven  from  the 
(larden  of  Eden,  and  yet  we  are  in  it,  and 
the  Lord  has  given  us  the  mission  of  assist- 
ing him,  of  being  his  agents  in  this  world, 
to  regenerate  it,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to 
bring  to  pass  that  regeneration.  It  will 

never  be  fully  accomplished,  so  far  as  we 
are  concerned ;  we  are  not  going,  by  our 
preaching,    to   save  very   many   souls. 

The  Lord  has  given  unto  men  their 
agency,  They  may  act  for  themselves, 
they  can  choose  to  do  good,  or  they  can 
choose  to  do  evil,  with  the  rewards  which 
are  coming,  and  most  men  choose  to  do  evil. 
The  TiOrd  said  that  men  love  darkness  rather 
than  light  because  their  deeds  are  evil.  Y'et 
our  mission,  I  say,  so  far  as  it  is  within  our 
power,  to  regenerate,  to  bring  to  repentance, 
just  as  many  of  the  children  of  our  Father 
in  heaven  as  it  is  possible  for  us  to  do. 
That  is  one  of  our  debts ;  that  is  an  obliga- 
tion the  Lord  has  placed  upon  the  church, 
and  moi'e  particularly  upon  the  quorums  of 
the  priesthood  of  the  church,  and  yet  this 
obligation  belongs  to  every  soul. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  member  of  this 
church  to  preach  the  gospel  by  precept  and 
by  example.  Brother  George  F.  Richards 
quoted  from  the  scriptures  this  morning, 
where  the  Lord  said  it  is  our  duty  to  warn 
the  world,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  every  per- 
son so  warned  to  warn  his  neighbour,  and 
if  he  will  warn  the  neighbours,  then  they  are 
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Jeft  without  excuse,  aud  their  blood  is  upon 
their  own  heads.  It  is  our  mission  to 
warn.  That  is  one  of  our  obhgations,  and 
we  owe  this  debt  to  the  world. 

I  have  ah-eady  culled  attention  to  the 
fact  how  we  are  indebted  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Ohrist.  1  want  to  say  a  little  more  about 
it.  We  go,  if  we  are  attending  to  our 
duties,  to  the  sacrament  service  every  Sun- 
day ;  we  partake  of  the  bread  representing 
the  broken  body  of  our  Redeemer;  we  drink 
the  water  in  remeinbrance  of  his  blood 
which  was  shed ;  and  we  take  upon  our- 
selves obligations  to  do  certain  definite 
things.  We  are  placed  under  covenant,  to 
do  what  ?  To  take  upon  us  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  to  always  remember  him,  to 
keep  his  commandments  which  he  has  given 
us.  These  three  things  we  covenant  to  do 
every  time  we  eat  that  bread,  every  time 
we  drink  that  water  which  has  been  dedi- 
cated, cosecrated,  to  that  very  purpose. 

We  are  indebted  then,  or  obligated,  to 
take  upon  us  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  This 
is  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  taking 
upon  us  his  name,  we  are  under  obligation 
to  respect  him,  and  to  remember  what  he 
has  done  for  us^  and  we  covenant  to  keep 
his  commandments. 

Do  you  think  of  it  seriously  ?  Can  we  eat 
and  drink  in  remembrance  of  the  body  and 
blood  of  Christ,  and  then  go  immediately 
out  to  violate  his  commandments?  Do  we 
reahze  the  nature  aiid  the  importance  of 
that  great  covenant  we  take  upon  us  anfl 
renew  every  week  of  our  lives — or  at  least 
have  the  opportunity  to  do  it  every' week  of 
our, lives.  We  are  under  obligation  to  pray. 
T  have  been  bold  enough  to  say  (and  I  con- 
fess I  would  not  be  able  to  prove  it,  but  I 
believe  it),  that  we  are  not  a  praying  people. 
I  shall  modify  that  to  this  extent,  by  saying 
too  many  of  us  do  not  pray.  We  do  not 
get  down  on  our  knees,  we  do  not  humble 
ourselves,  we  do  not  go  before  the  Lord 
with  that  contrite  spirit  as  he  would  have 
us  do,  and  as  we  have  been  taught  to  do. 

There  is  another  obligation,  another  debt 
that  we  owe.  We  owe  it  as  a  church  and 
as  individuals,  to  keep  ourselves  clean ;  our 
minds  pure,  our  souls  clean,  uncontami- 
nated  by  the  sins  of  the  world.  It  is  the 
duty  of  each  one  of  us  individually  to  keep 


the  good  name  of  this  church  unsullied.  Now 
we  have  been  accused  of  a  great  many 
things.  There  is  not  a  crime  in  the  cate- 
gory that  has  not  been  laid  to  tlie  charge 
of  the  members  of  the  church.  And  tiie 
Lord  said  it  would  be  so,  that  wicked  men 
would  speak  evil  of  the  truth.  We  should 
rejoice  when  they  do  that,  not  in  the  fact 
that  we  are  so  accused  by  those  who  bear 
false  witness,  but  in  the  fact  that  we  are 
innocent  from  all  those  things.  In  that  we 
should  rejoice. 

But  it  is  our  duty  as  a  church,  as  com 
munities,  to  keep  the  good  name  of  this 
church  above  reproach,  and  it  is  the  duty 
of  each  individual  member  of  this  church 
to  keep  himself  clean,  for  each  one  of  us 
carries  with  him  the  good  name  of  the 
church,  and  whenever  we  do  anything  that 
is  contrary  to  righteousness,  if  we  are  un- 
clean in  our  lives,  if  we  do  not  keep  the 
commandments  the  Lord  has  given,  the 
whole  church  suffers,  not  merely  the  guilty 
individual  who  sins,  and  we  ought  to  think 
of  that.  If  one  man  sins  and  his  sin  is 
published,  the  world  blames  the  whole 
church.  They  would  not  do  that  with  any 
other  organization  under  the  sun. 

So  it  is  our  obligation,  and  we  owe  this 
debt  to  each  other  and  to  the  church  at 
large  to  keep  ourselves  in  strict  accord  with 
all  these  laws  and  commandments,  to  keep 
ourselves  virtuous  and  clean,  clean  in  our 
thoughts,  clean  in  our  actions,  clean  in  our 
words,  clean  from  blasphemy,  the  taking  of 
the  name  of  the  Lord  in  vain.  We  are  iu 
debt  to  our  Father  in  heaven  in  regard  to 
tithing,  and  we  have  heard  a  good  deal 
about  that  this  afternoon. 

We  are  in  debt  in  regard  to  fasting,  and 
I  am  afraid  there  again  we  have  failed.  A 
day  has  been  set  apart  for  fasting  in  this 
church,  and  I  fear  we  have  made  it  just 
about  as  easy  for  people  as  we  can  to  dis- 
regard this  commandment  by  the  way  we 
hold  our  meetings,  and  I  am  not  so  sure 
that  we  are  observing  that  law  as  strictly 
as  the  requirements  demand  of  us. 

Let  me  read  a  word  or  two  from  section 
59  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants. 

The  Ten  Commandments  were  spoken  of 
this  morning.  It  will  not  hurt  for  me  to 
repeat  what  is  written  here,  beginning  with 
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verse  5,   in  section  59  of  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants : 

Wherefore,  I  give,  unto  than — Tneaniny 
members  of  the  church — a  covitnand- 
ment,  saying  thus  :  Thou  shalt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  with 
all  thy  might,  mind,  and  strength ;  and  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  thou  shnlt  serve 
him . 

Thou  shall  love  thy  neighbour  a.s  Ihij- 
self. 

Here  are  two  great  commandnients.  We 
are  under  obligation,  we  are  in  debt  to  love 
the  Lord  our  God  with  all  our  heart,  with 
all  our  might,  with  all  our  mind,  with  all 
our  strength,  and  do  it  all  in  the  naiTie  of 
Jesus  Christ.  We  are  in  debt  and  under 
obligation  to  love  our  neighbours,  and  if  the 
world  had  only  loved  its  neighbours,  it 
would  not  be  torn  asunder  as  it  is  to-day. 
All  this  that  has  come  upon  it  is  because 
of  its  wickedness,  and  because  the  people  of 
the  earth  violated  the  commandments  and 
lost  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  when  I  say 
lost  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  I  am  not  speak- 
ing of  the  Holy  Ghost.  They  never  had 
the  Holy  Ghost.  But  the  Lord  has  given 
to  every  man  that  conies  into  this  world 
the  guidance  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  or  light 
of  truth,  and  many  times  we  speak  of  it  as 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  in  many  of  the 
revelations  it  is  spoken  of  as  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord.  This  Spirit  of  Christ  is  given 
to  every  man  that  comes  into  the  world. 

But,  the  Lord  has  withdrawn  this  spirit 
in  great  measure,  because  of  the  wickedness 
of  the  world.       The  Lord  has  said  : 

I,  the  Lord,  am  angry  with  the  wicked: 
I  am  holding  my  Spirit  from  the  inJiabi- 
tants  of  the  earth..     [D.  and  0.  63:32.) 
This  the  Lord  said  a  hundred  years  ago. 
He  is  not  withholding  the  Holy  Ghost  from 
the  world,   because  they  never  had   it,  but 
this    light    of    truth,    this    guidance    which 
comes  to  every  man,  which  would  lead  men 
unto  the  truth  if  they  would  only  hearken 
to  it,  is  withdrawn  because  of  their  wicked- 
ness. 

Now  1  wall  return  to  what  1  started  to 
read  : 

Thou  shall  not  steal;  neither  conunit 
adultery,  nor  kill,  nor  do  anything  like 
unto  it. 


Thou  shalt  thank  the  Lord  thy  God  in 

all  things. 

Thou    shalt    offer   a   sacrifice    unto    the 

Lord  thy  God  in  righteousness,  even  that 

of  a  broken  heart  and  a  contrite  spirit. 
And  that  thou  mayest  more  fully  keep 

thyself    unspotted  from   the    world,    thou 

shalt  go  to  tlie  house  of  prayer  and  offer 

up  thy  sacraments  upon  my  holy  day. 

That  is  another  obligation,  and  a  large 
percentage  of  the  members  of  the  church 
are  failing  to  pay  that  debt,  or  keep  that 
obligation. 

Now,  one  more  obligation  that  I  wish  to 
speak  of,  in  conclusion.  We  owe  an 
obligation  not  only  to  the  living,  but  we  owe 
MU  obligation  to  the  dead.  The  Lord  in 
his  mercy  and  his  justice  grants  to  every 
man  the  opportunity  to  repent  and  to 
receive  his  gospel.  Millions  have  died  with- 
out that  privilege.  They  have  gone  intci 
the  spirit  world  not  knowing  Jesus  Christ, 
without  an  opportunity  to  receive  the  re- 
jnission  of  their  sins.  We  owe  a  debt  to 
them.  We  should  be  searching  out  the 

records  of  our  dead  and  be  preparing  them 
that  we  might  go  into  the  temples  of  the 
Lord  and  there  perform  the  ordinances  for 
their  salvation. 

The  Prophet  Joseph  said  this  is  the 
greatest  responsibility  the  Lord  has  placed 
upon  us.  Now,  when  he  said  that  he 
meant,  evidently,  the  greatest  responsibility 
individually. 

There  is  another  responsibility  just  as 
great  which  belongs  to  us  collectively,  or  as 
quorums  of  the  priesthood  and  as  members 
of  the  church,  and  that  is.  as  I  have  already 
stated,  to  preach  this  gospel  to  a  perverse 
and  wicked  generation. 

Now,  by  dear  brethren,  the  Lord  bless 
you.  Let  us,  as  the  script m-es  say,  "gird 
up  our  loins,"  and  go  out  with  all  our  might 
to  accomplish  the  things  the  Lord  has  called 
upon  us  to  accomplish,  keeping  his  com- 
mandments, setting  the  example  before  all 
men,  that  they  might  follow,  being  humble, 
being  true,  and  T  ask  it.  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 
□  o  

I  want  every  Latter-day  Saint  soldier  to 
get  down  on  his  knees  and  pray  God  to  help 
him  live  a  clean  life.- — 

Pres.  Heber  J.  Grant. 
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A  STORY  FROM  MARSHALL 

ISLANDS 


Contributed  by  RAY   L.  JONES 

Principal,  Midway  L.  D.  S.  Seminary 


Editor's  Note — In  forwarding  this  copy  Elder 
Jones   writes  : 

"  I  have  attempted  to  check  on  the  soiirc:e 
and  authenticity  cf  this  story,  but  so  far  have 
been  unable  to  do  so.  The  story  came  to  me 
indirectly  from  Mrs.  F.  W.  Olyma,  an  L.D.S. 
civilian  employee  at  the  Ft.  Douglas,  Utah, 
Station  Hospital. 

"  I  am  confident  that  this  story  will  make 
every  L.D.S.  boy  who  may  be  in  the  service 
now  or  who  may  expect  to  go  in  the  future, 
think  more  seriously  about  his  religion  and  the 
power  he  can  ho'd  through  the  Priesthood." 


SOME  folks  say  that  the  day  of  miracles 
has  passed.  Some  people  say  that 
things  such  as  this  just  don't  happen,  yet 
here's  a  story  which  will  leave  you  breath- 
less and  wondering  ...  for  it  concerns  two 
inconspicuous  boys  of  the  United  States 
Marine  Corps  and  the  battle  for  the  Mar- 
shall Islands. 

The  time  was  just  before  dawn  when  the 
great  gray  hulks,  which  were  battleships, 
lay  against  the  cool  horizon  of  the  blue 
Pacific.  Aboard  those  ships  the  boys  were 
anxiously  awaiting  the  first  signal  which 
would  announce  the  start  of  the  drive  to 
take  one  of  the  greatest  of  Japanese  bases, 
Kwajulane  atoll.  Nearer  inshore  yet  other 
boats  lay  in  the  silence  of  the  dawn  .  .  . 
smaller  boats  containing  the  United  States 
Marines.  Where  the  duties  of  the  man 
aboard  the  big  ships  would  require  the 
rather  remote  but  strenuous  work  of 
bombardment,  it  was  the  men  on  the 
smaller  boats  inshore  who  must  wade 
through  the  filial  stretch  of  water  and  brave 
the  withering  fire  of  murderous  Japanese 
machines  guns.  Slowly  the  minutes  ticked 
by  into  what  seemed  hours.  Actually  the 
time  was  twenty  minutes  to  six,  when  the 
final  word  came.  From  over  the  horizon 
tons  of  shells  began  pouring  into  the  Jap 
positions  from  the  big  ships  off  shore.       Tt 


seemed  that  all  hell  broke  loose,  for  Kwaju- 
lane began  to  heave  and  surge  with  a  con- 
vulsive shock  of  death.  A  star-flare  lit  the 
sky  and  the  smaller  boats  began  pouring  out 
the  men  who  were  destined  to  take  the 
island.  From  far  above,  barely  audible  at 
first,  then  building  into  a  roaring  cres- 
cendo. Allied  dive  bombers  dove  toward  that 
small  patch  of  earth,  its  bombs  tearing 
great  holes  in  the  ground  and  blowing 
adjacent  buildings   to   bits.  And  slowly 

toward  shore,  the  men  of  the  United  States 
Marines  edged  closer  and  closer.  In  a 
moment  they  would  be  sighted  by  the 
Japanese.  In  a  moment  bullets  would 
begin  splattering  around  them,  from  pill- 
boxes skillfully  hidden  on  the  beach  !  But 
on  they  came  .  .  .  and  soon  the  battle  was 
joined  by  the  men  whose  glory  is  destined 
to  be  written  in  the  annals  of  history.  The 
splatter  of  machine  guns  soon  lay  a  death 
pattern  on  the  men  wading  toward  shore. 
Here  and  there,  they  went  down,  some 
wounded,  some  dead  .  .  .  and  it's  about 
two  of  those  wounded  that  we  speak  at  the 
moment. 

The  battle  went  on  and  the  men  of  the 
Marine  Corps — despite  the  wounds  and 
death  of  their  comrades — went  in.  Being 
a  war  correspondent,  my  boat  was  going  in 
behind  the  first  line  of  men,  and  we  came 
upon  these  two  wounded  Marines  in  the 
water.  One,  from  the  stain  of  red  around 
him  we  could  tell,  was  wounded  badly.  The 
other,  wounded  too,  was  holding  the  other's 
head  above  water.  We  picked  them  up, 
midst  a  hail  of  shots  from  shore,  then  pulled 
back  toward  safer  retreat  to  render  first  aid. 
The  one  seemed  too  far  gone  to  need  much 
help,  but  the  other  refused  aid  until  his 
wounded  buddy  was  attended.  But  our 
help  seemed  insufficient,  as  we  soon 
realized,  and  we  announced  our  decision  to 
his  comrade.  Then  it  happened.        This 
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OBEDIENCE  TO   LAW  AND 
ASSURANCE  OF   PEACE 


ELDER   WALTER   MILLER 

President  of  the  Western  Canadian  Mission 


"inO-DAY  as  the  puges  of  world  history  are 
■  so  swiftly  unrolhng  before  our  eyes, 
when  red  waves  of  anarchy  are  threatening 
to  destroy  the  world,  men  are  endeavouring 
as  never  before  to  look  into  the  future  and 
with  Daniel  the  prophet  they  are  saying. 
What  shall  be  the  end  of  these  things, 
and  what  is  coming  next  "?  And  they 
might  add,  how  can  the  world  be  saved  from 
the  inevitable  destruction  it  is  facing? 

In  1939  just  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
present  war  I  was  on  a  mission  in  England 
and  while  walking  down  the  street  in  the 
city  of  South  Shields  1  noticed  on  a  sign 
in  front  of  a  little  chapel  these  words.  "The 
only  cure  for  the  world's  disease  lies  in  the 
serious  application  of  the  principles  of  Jesus 
Christ."  As  I  read  those  words  I  realized 
how  very  true  they  were  for  to-day  the  world 
is  indeed  suffering  from  a  great  disease, 
a  disease  that  has  come  upon  it  due  to  man 
forgetting,  or  better  still  not  desiring  to 
apply  the  principles  as  outlined  by  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  The  only 
cure  for  that  disease  is  to  once  again  em- 
brace Grod's  Holy  Laws  and  command- 
ments, these  Laws  that  man  has  brushed 
aside  and  disregarded  in  his  mad  rush  for 
power  and  gain. 

Christ  taught  man  to  have  love  for  his 
fellowmen.  While  instructing  his  disciples 
before  he  left  them  he  said,  "  A  new  com- 
mandment I  give  unto  you,  that  ye  love  one 
another  as  I  have  loved  you,  that  ye  also 
love  one  another. ' '  To-day  in  the  world 
love  for  one's  fellowmen  is  practically  non- 
oxisient  and  in  its  stead  we  have  hate  as 
the  all-powerful  ruler,  and  as  a  result  of 
hate  we  have  contention,  strife,  war  and 
bloodshed  which  are  destroying  man  and 
the  human  race.  Humanity  and  civiliza- 
tion are  being  sacrificed  because  of  a  few 
jealous,  ambitious,  agrarizing  men  who 
have  chosen  the  battle  field  as  a  place  to 
settle  their  disputes;  men  who  do  not  and 


will  not  believe  in  anything  connected  with 
a  God;  men  who  are  trying  to  put  them- 
selves up  as  gods  before  their  people.  These 
men  have  drifted  so  far  from  the  true  and 
living  God  that  they  know  not  the  meaning 
of  the  word  love,  for  as  we  read  in  the  Gos- 
pel of  St.  John,  "  He  that  loveth  not, 
knoweth  not  God,  for  God  is  love." 

A  certain  Jewish  liabbi  when  speaking  to 
a  group  of  people  was  asked  the  question, 
If  people  would  live  according  to  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  would  there  be 
peace  in  the  world?"  He  answered,  "Yes, 
but  for  two  thousand  years  they  have  failed 
to  do  so."  The  only  way  in  which  a  man 
or  a  nation  can  find  a  solution  to  their 
problems  is  by  living  according  to  the  teach- 
ings of  Jesus  Christ,  and  by  embracing  the 
principles  and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,  and  by  observing  to  the  fullest 
extent  the  laws  handed  down  to  us  from 
the  very  beginning  of  time  by  oiu-  P^ither 
in  Heaven.  Man  for  two  thousand  years 
has  failed  to  do  this.  He  has  since  the 
time  of  Christ  drifted  far  from  His  teach- 
ings and  has  superseded  them  with  man- 
made  tenets  and  man-made  laws.  Man 
has  taken  it  upon  himself  to  change  the 
things  God  has  given  him,  without  authority 
to  do  so. 

We  find  to-day  as  a  result  of  man's 
apostasy  from  the  truth  around  seven 
hundred  different  denominations  all  having 
different  beliefs,  most  of  them  claiming  to 
be  Christ's  Church,  but  none  of  them  are 
to  be  recognized  as  such.  Xo  matter  where 
we  go  in  the  world  to-day  we  find  churclios 
erected  by  some  religious  group  to  some  un- 
known God.  Beethoven  once  said,  "  You 
can  find  cities  without  libraries  and 
Tnuscums,  but  you  can't  find  them  without 
churches."  The  fact  that  we  have  many 
churches  in  the  world  is  no  evidence  that 
we  have  Christianity,  or  that  the  people  of 
the  world  have  the  Gospel. 
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The  so-called  Christianity  that  has  been 
taught  has  been  of  a  type  and  nature  to 
divide  the  people  of  the  earth  one  against 
the  other,  instead  of  uniting  them  into  a 
multitude  who  understand  and  practise  I  ho 
commandments  of  loving  their  neighbours. 

A  beautiful  cliapel  is  no  sign  whatsoever 
that  God's  influencing  spirit  attends  the 
services  held  there  or  inspires  the  men  who 
preach  there.  Our  brain  is  said  to  consist 
of  thirty  million  cells  and  yet  it  is  not  too 
large  to  be  held  in  our  hands.  A  person 
can  -see  brains  but  they  cannot  see  know- 
ledge ;  one  can  see  a  house  but  he  cannot 
see  a  home;  one  can  see  a  body  but  he  can- 
not see  a  spirit;  one  can  see  a  church  but 
he  cannot  see   God. 

A  church  is  not  merely  a  place  where  a 
person  thinks  about  God.  It  is  a  place 
where  he  meets  God,  or  rather  is  supposed 
to  meet  God.  It  is  unreasonable  to  con- 
clude that  God  sanctions  all  services  sup- 
posedly held  in  His  name.  We  cannot 
believe  in  a  God  who  would  approve  of 
contradiction  and  confusion.  Truth  is 
always  consistent  with  itself.  Heaven  in- 
spired men  do  not  contradict  one  another. 
Their  teachings  harmonize  and  are  depend- 
able. "  To  the  law  and  the  testimony;  if 
they  speak  not  according  to  this  word,  it  is 
because  there  is  no  light  in  them." — 
Isaiah  8:20. 

When  we  compare  the  churches  of  to-day 
with  Christ's  church  and  what  he  taught  we 
find  they  only  compare  partially.  There 
aren't  any  who  teach  the  Gospel  in  its 
fullest  meaning,  yet  most  of  them  claim  to 
have  been  commissioned  to  preach  it  in 
God's  name.  Christ  foresaw  this  very  con- 
dition when  He  said,  "  Take  heed  tliat  no 
man  deceive  you.  For  many  shall  come  in 
My  name  saying,  I  am  Christ.  Many  false 
prophets  shall  arise  and  shall  deceive  many 
and  because  iniquity  shall  abound  the  love 
of  many  shall  wax  cold.  "  Isaiah  also  spoke 
of  the  conditions  when  he  said,  "  The  earth 
also  is  defiled  unto  the  inhabitants  thereof 
because  they  have  transgressed  the  laws, 
changed  the  ordinances,  and  broken  the 
everlasting  covenant."  The  earth  would 
be  all  right  if  the  people  who  live  in  it  were 
all  right,  but  because  they  are  not  and  have 
transgressed  and  changed  the  principles  of 
the  Gospel,  the  earth  has  been  defiled. 


Ever  since  the  beginning  men  at  different 
times  have  wandered  from  the  truth  and 
have  chosen  wickedness  in  preference  to 
righteousness.  Whenever  this  happened 

the  Lord  in  different  ways  and  by  different 
means  has  tried  to  bring  them  back.  Some- 
times He  has  had  to  deal  severely  witli 
them  when  they  would  not  heed  His  warn- 
ings. The  great  cities  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah  were  destroyed  with  brimstone, 
and  fire  rained  down  from  heaven  because 
ten  righteous  men  could  not  be  found  there. 
The  people  at  the  time  of  Noah  were 
destroyed  because  they  would  not  listen  to 
the  Lord's  warnings  pretiched  by  Noah. 
The  Nephites  and  Lamanites  who  lived 
centuries  ago  on  this  continent  were  allowed 
to  destroy  each  other  because  of  their  un- 
righteousness. Again  to-day  in  modern 
revelation  the  Lord  has  said,  "  I  the  Lord 
am  angry  with  the  wicked.  I  am  holding 
my  spirit  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth. 
I  have  sworn  in  my  wrath  and  decreed  wars 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  the  wicked 
shall  slay  the  wicked  and  fear  shall  come 
upon  every  man." — D.  and  C.  63:32,  33. 

The  Lord  has  never  allowed  His  children 
to  wander  very  far  for  very  long  without 
help.  Whenever  they  have  needed  help 
He  has  given  it  to  them.  He  has  sent  His 
prophets  to  show  them  the  way  and  to  lead 
and  guide  those  wh(^  would  heed  the 
message.  In  this  dispensation  the  Lord 
chose  a  mere  boy,  Joseph  Smith,  through 
whom  He  restored  the  Gospel  to  the  earth 
for  the  benefit  of  man.  That  same  Gospel 
that  was  in  the  beginning  is  here  to-day  in 
its  pure  state  and  is  being  preached  that 
way  to  the  world.  Until   men  learn  to 

heed  the  principles  of  the  Gospel  and  put 
into  effect  the  teachings  of  our  Saviour  and 
all  strive  to  see  the  light  that  is  given  and 
come  into  a  unity  of  the  faith  as  Paul  said 
must  come  to  pass,  then  we  can  expect  to 
see  nothing  but  darkness  lying  ahead. 
Christ  gave  the  world  a  philosophy  of  life 
that  will  bring  the  world  the  peace  and 
happiness  for  which  humanity  has  been 
seeking  through  all  the  ages.  His  was  a 
Gospel  of  Peace  and  Love  and  Charity,  and 
we  must  turn  to  those  teachings  if  we  want 
to  live  in  a  world  without  war  and  strife. 
Christ  is  the  Prince  of  Peace  and  nations 
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DISTRICT   HIGHLIGHTS 


Saturday  evening,  August  19tl},  a  wel- 
come and  farewell  social  was  held  in  the 
Mowbray  recreation  hall.  It  was  welconie 
to  President  and  Sister  Sharp  and  family 
and  farewell  to  President  and  Sister  Folland 
and  family.  Jirother  Wilson  served  as 
Master  of  Ceremonies,  handling  the  position 
very  capably.  A  musical  programme  was 
presented  and  between  the  numbers  the 
guests  were  introduced.  The  two  Presi- 
dents and  their  wives  both  made  interesting 
remarks  that  were  enjoyed  by  all.  On  be- 
half of  the  Relief  Society,  Sister  Edith 
Wild  presented  Sister  Folland  and  Sister 
Sharp  each  with  a  lovely  bouquet  of 
carnations.  The  rest  of  the  evening  was 
spent  in  visiting  and  enjoying  the  delightful 
refreshments  that  consisted  of  delicious, 
individual  cakes  and  ice-cream.  More  than 
125  members  and  friends  were  present  for 
this  occasion. 

The  beautiful  Persian  rug  that  had  been 
presented  to  the  Follands  by  the  Saints 
could  not  be  displayed  because  it  had  been 
sent  on  to  Lourenco  Marques  with  the  rest 
of  the  luggage. 

Sunday  evening,  August  20th,-  President 
and  Sister  Folland  and  their  daughters  were 
the  speakers  in  the  evening  services.  Each 
expressed  their  appreciation  for  the  privi- 
lege of  serving  in  the  Lord's  woik,  and  for 
the  close  friendships  made  during  the  past 
six  and  a  half  years.  The  meeting  was 
very  well  attended  and  enjoyed  by  all. 

During  the  past  several  weeks.  President 
and  Sister  Folland  and  family  have  received 
many  letters  and  telegrams  from  all  parts 
of  the  Mission,  wishing  them  happiness, 
good  luck  and  God-speed  on  their  trip  to 
Zion.  The  Folland  family  wishes  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  thank  each  and  every- 
one for  all  the  kindness  and  consideration 
shown  them.       Thanks  so  much! 

Most  of  the  members  of  the  Mowbray 
Branch  and  many  friends  were  at  the 
station  Wednesday  evening,  23rd  of  August, 
to  say  the  final  farewell  and  best  tvishes. 
Follands  spent  Friday,  August  25th,  in 
Johannesburg,  where  a  reception  was 
planned  in  their  honour. 


Wc  are  extremely  pleased  to  report  the 
safe  arrival  of  Brother  Evan  Wright  in 
Johannesburg  from  his  home  in  Utah.  We 
have  not  been  able  to  learn  the  details  of 
his  journey  here  yet,  but  we  understand  he 
had  a  very  unusual  time.  W^elcorne  back 
to  South  Africa,   Brother  Wright  I 

The  many  friends  of  Elder  King  S.  Udall 
have  been  made  sad  to  learn  of  his  untimely 
death.  As  a  member  of  the  Armed 
Fores  of  America,  he  was  killed  instantly  by 
lightning  while  his  unit  was  out  on  the  prac- 
tice range  in  Texas.  We  all  join  his  loved 
ones  in  their  deep  sorrow. 

Thus  three  of  our  recent  South  African 
Missionaries,  Elders  Max  Shurtliff,  Phil 
Dana,  and  King  S.  Udall  have  made  the 
Supreme  Sacrifice. 

From  Port  Elizabeth  comes  word  of  the 
serious  illness  of  Sister  Rene  Gowns.  We 
add  our  faith  and  prayers  for  her  speedy 
recovery. 

Brother  T^eonard  G.  Muir  recently  re- 
ceived word  that  his  son,  Elmer,  had  been 
wounded  in  action.  We  all  extend  our 
"Get  Well  Soon"  wishes  for  a  quick  return 
to  health. 

Congratulations  are  in  order  to  Captain 
Daniel  A.  Cherret,  of  the  Mowbray  Branch, 
and  Theodore  Bedford,  of  Krugersdorp 
Branch.  Also  to  John  Troskei  and  Nola 
Futters,  of  the  Springs  Branch.  These 
two  couples  were  united  in  marriage 
August  25th,  in  Johannesburg,  by  President 
Folland.  Best   wishes   of   long   life    and 

abundant  happiness  go  to  all  four  of  them  ! 

□  □  

Above  all  things  on  this  earth,  I  desire  ihc 
advancetnent  of  God's  kingdom,  and  I  sin- 
cerely hope  and  pray  this  desire  may  always 
fill  my  heart. 

— Heber  J.   Grant. 

□    EJ   

The  Cnniorah  Soiithcni  Me><se)iger  Jias 
been  requested  by  the  Government  Paper 
Control  Board  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
paper  it  has  been  using  in  the  past.  Con- 
forming with  this  request  the  C. S.M.  will 
be  12  ]iages  instead  of  l(i  as  hithertofore. 

Editor. 
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EDITORIAL 


GREETINGS 


To  all  the  nieinbcrs  uf  the  church  aiul  our 
friends  we  extend  our  greetings  and 
express  our  great  pleasure  for  the  oppor- 
tunity of  coining  to  South  Afiica  in  tht' 
service  of  our  Master. 

We  bring  with  us  the  love  and  best  wishes 
of  the  First  Presidency  and  their  associates 
in  the  leadership  of  the  church.  They  send 
their  blessings  and  heart-felt  interest  to  all; 
also  former  Mission  Presidents  Nicholas  G. 
Smith,  J.  Wiley  Sessions,  Samuel  Martin, 
Don  Mack  Dalton  and  LeGrand  P. 
Backman  and  their  families.  Also  fi'oni 
Elders  Enoch  Larsen,  James  H.  Ockey,  D. 
Vernon  Shurtliff,  Lester  Stoddard,  Jos.  F. 
Hintze,  Orson  Rogers,  Geo.  M.  Cannon, 
John  E.  Hunter,  W.  Earl  Spafford,  Ned 
Kirkham,  Stan.  Smith,  Howard  Badger, 
William  Wiscomb,  Richard  G.  Sharp,  and 
many  others  we  met  just  prior  to  our  leav- 
ing home.  As  we  met  each  of  these 
former  South  African  Missionaries  many 
very  pleasant  memories  were  recounted. 

Our  only  desire  is  to  be  of  service  and  do 
all  in  our  power  to  make  known  the  glorious 
truths  of  the  Gospel  as  it  has  been  revealed 


from  heaven  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
and  his  successors. 

We  desire  to  see  the  Mission  grow  in 
rminbers  and  the  members  increased  in 
faith  and  zeal,  "  Let  your  light  so  shine 
before  men,  that  they  may  see  your  good 
works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in 
heaven. "' 

Sister  Sharp  and  I  expect  to  tour  the 
Mission  soon  and  meet  as  many  friends  as 
travel  conditions  will  permit. 

We  wish  to  pay  tribute  to  President  and 
Sister  Folland  and  their  family  for  the 
excellent  work  they  have  accomplished  and 
the  host  of  friends  they  have  made.  On 
their  voyage  home  they  take  wuth  them  very 
many  of  the  fondest  memoi-ies  this  life  can 
give.  May  their  journey  be  accomplished 
in  safety  and  their  joy  that  which  comes 
from  serving  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  in- 
crease with  the  coming  years.  Their  many 
friends  and  loved  ones  at  home  will  be 
pleased  to  greet  them  after  more  than  six 
and  a  half  years  of  untiring  service  in  this 
land. 

JUNE  B.   SHARP. 


Obedience    to    Law   and    Assurance   of    Peace — 

From  page  136. 
who    persist    in    ignoring    His    counsel    and 
warnings  are  following  a  path  that  can  lead 
only  to  destruction  and  decay. 

God  grant  that  as  a  result  of  the  war  that 
is  raging  on  the  earth  to-day,  man  will  see 
the  wrongness  of  his  ways  and  accept  the 
Gospel  as  a  plan  to  bring  about  that  long- 
sought-after  "  Peace  On  Earth,  Good  Will 
Toward  Men." 

From  "  IJahona  The  Elders's  Journal. 

A  Story  from  Marshall  islands. — From  page  }'.li. 
young  man,  the  better  of  the  two,  bron/ed 
by  the  tropical  sun,  clean  as  a  shark's  tooth 
in  the  South  Seas,  slowly  got  to  his  knees. 
His  one  arm  was  nearly  gone,  but  with  the 
other  he  lifted  the  head  of  his  unconscious 


pal  into  his  lap,  placed  his  good  hand  on 
the  other's  pale  brow  and  uttered  what 
seemed  to  us  to  be  incredible  words  .  .  . 
words  which  to  this  moment  are  emblazoned 
in  unforgettable  letters  across  the  doorway 
of  my  memory:  "  In  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  by  the  virtue  of  the  Holy 
Priesthood  which  I  hold,  I  command  you 
to  remain  alive  until  the  necessary  help  can 
be  obtained  to  secure  the  preservation  of 
your  life. " 

To-day,  the  three  of  us  are  here  in 
Honolulu  and  he  is  still  alive.  In  fact, 
we  walked  down  the  beach  together  to-day 
as  we  convalesce.  He  is  the  wonder  of  the 
medical  unit,  for  they  say  he  should  be 
dead.  Why  he  isn't  they  don't  know  .  .  . 
but  we  do,  for  we  were  there,  off  the  shores 
of  Kwajulane. 
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OUMORAH'S  SOUTHIORN    MESSENGER 

''Jh£  La$t  Laugh '"^ 


Vi\) 


Tonic 

Patient:  "Doctor,  what  I  need  is  something 
to  pep  me  up — fill  me  full  of  fight.  Will  your 
prescription  do  that?  " 

Doctor:    "No.   but  my  bill  will." 

Jumbo  Fun  Book. 

□  □ 

Executive. 

A  census  enumerator  approached  a  lounging 
Negro  dandy.  He  asked  and  learned  the  man's 
name,  age,  place  of  residence;  then  inquired, 
"  What  IS  your  business?  " 

The  answer  came  supercilliously. 

"  I  owns  a  hand  laundry,  i   does." 

"  Where  is  it  located?  " 

"  Dar  she  comes   now!  " 

Railway  Employee's  Journal. 

□  □ 

Protest. 

"  Landlord."  exclaimed  the  tenant,  "  I  wish 
you  would  speak  to  the  people  upstairs.  This 
morning  at  three  o'clock  thev  were  jumping  up 
and  down,  and  banging  on  the  floor.  I  won't 
stand   for   such   disturbance!  " 

"  How  did  you  happen  to  be  awake  at  that 
hour  of  the  morning?  "  asked  the  landlord 
cui'iously. 

"  Oh,"  replied  the  tenant  carelessly,  "  I  was 
practising   on    my    saxophone." 

The   Ashlar. 

□  □ 

Passing  Thought. 

A  frown  is  a  smile  turned  upside  down.  Don't 
wait  until  someone  stands  you  on  your  head — 
start  smiling  now. 

Marathon. 

"  Yes,  he's  a  year  old  now,  and  he's  been 
walking  since  he  was  eight  months." 

"  Really?       He  must  be  awfully  tired!  " 

— Railway  Employees'  Journal. 

□  □ 

Nothing  Unusual. 

Judge :  "  Now,  sir,  please  tell  the  court 
exactly  what  passed  between  you  and  your  wife 
during  the  quarrel." 

Defendant:  "A  flat-iron,  a  rolling  pin,  six 
plates,  and  a  tea-kettle." 


No  Doubt  The    Right   One. 

"  See  here,  young  fellow."  growled  the  man 
at  the  office  railing.  "1  want  to  see  some- 
body with  a  little  authority." 

"  Then  maybe,  I  can  help  you.  sir,"  replied 
the  affable  clerk.  "  I  have  as  little  authority 
as   aiiybodv   round   here." 


Bottleneck. 

Mother:  "Now,  Junior,  be  a  good  boy  and 
say  '  Ahh,'  so  the  doctor  can  get  his  finger  out 
of  your   mouth." 

□     D 

Risky  Landing. 

"  It  must  be  wonderful  to  be  a  paratrooper. 
1  suppose  you've  had  some  terrible  ex- 
periences ?  " 

"  Yes.  miss,  terrible.  Why.  once  I  came 
down  where  there  was  a  sign  '  Keep  off  the 
grass  '." 


Patriotism. 

Sergeant:     "So   you    complain    about    finding 
sand  in  your  soup,  eh?  " 

Rookie  :   "  Yes.  sir." 

Sergeant:    "Did   you  join   the   army   to   serve 
your  country,  or  to  complain  about  the  soup? 

Rookie:    "To    serve   mv    country,    sir — not    to 
eat  it!  " 

B     Q 

Complicated  Age. 

Visitor:  "How  old  are  .vou.  sonny?'' 
School  Lad:  "That's  hard  to  say,  sir. 
According  to  my  latest  school  tests.  I  have  a 
psychological  age  of  11  and  a  moral  age  of  10. 
Anatomically.  I'm  7;  mentally.  I'm  9.  But 
I  suppose  vou  refer  to  my  chronological  age. 
That's  S.  but  nobody  pays  any  attention  to  that 
these  da vs. 

ID     O 

Fired  With  Fervour. 

"  T    don't   like   the  way    you're    holding    that 


gun 


"  Well,"  said  the  old  hill-billy.   "  I  don't  aim 
to  please." 
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AVOIDING  THE  RAPIDS 

By  PRESIDENT   HEBER  J.  GRANT 


I  HE  A  ED  of  a  man,  who  was  at  a  great 
banquet,  speaking  to  another  regarding 
the  faith  of  the  Latter-day  Saints.  He 
said,  "  Why,  the  Mormon  people,  those  who 
live  their  religion,  do  not  use  tea,  coffee, 
tobacco,  or  liquor." 

The  other  man  said,  "  I  do  not  believe  a 
word  of  it." 

The  first  man  replied,  "  It  is  true." 

These  two  non-Mormons  were  sitting  at 
one  of  the  tables  at  this  banquet.  Along 
came  a  member  of  the  church.  The  man 
who  was  defending  the  Mormons  said, 
"  There  comes  a  Mormon.  He  is  going  to 
take  a  seat  with  us.  I'll  bet  you  he  won't 
drink  coffee." 

The  bet  was  accepted.  The  Mormon 
drank  the  coffee  ! 

When  they  came  out,  the  one  who  lost 
his  bet  said,  "  I  have  no  further  use  for 
that  man,  who,  professing  to  believe  that 
God  gave  a  revelation  through  Joseph 
Smith,  telling  the  people  to  leave  such 
things  alone,  yet  comes  here  and  publicly 
disobeys  the  teachings  of  his  prophet.  I 
have  trusted  that  man,  but  I  will  quit  trust- 
ing him. " 

We  carry  upon  our  shoulders  the  reputa- 
tion, so  to  speak,  of  the  church,  every  one 
of  us.  The  young  men  and  young  women 
of  to-day  who  think  they  are  being  smart  by 
getting  a  little  wine  and  a  little  liquor  in 
their  homes,  and  doing  that  which  the  Lord 
tells  them  not  to  do,  are  laying  a  founda- 
tion that  will  lead  to  their  destruction 
eventually.  They  cannot  go  on  breaking 
the  commandments  of  the  Lord  without  get- 
ting into  the  rapids.  And  what  are  the 
rapids?  The  rapids  of  moderate  drinking, 
nine  times  out  of  ten,  lead  to  excessive 
drinking,  and  excessive  drinking  leads  to 
the  destruction  of  body  and  of  mind  and  of 
faith. 

Any  Latter-day  Saint  who  actually  be- 
lieves in  the  commandments  contained  in 
the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  must  have  no 
regard  for  advancement  in  life  when  he  fails 
to   keep   what    is   known    as    the    Word   of 


Wisdom,  which  was  given  to  us,  not  by 
commandment,  but  for  our  temporal  salva- 
tion. There  is  absolutely  ho  benefit  to  any 
human  being  derived  from  breaking  the 
Word  of  Wisdom,  but  there  is  everything 
for  his  benefit,  morally,  intellectually, 
physically,  and  spiritually  in  obeying  it. 

What   does   the  Lord   say   to   those   who 
obey  his  commandments? 

And  all  saints  ivho  remember  to  I'eep 
and  do  these  sayings,  ivalking  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  commandments,  shall  receive 
health,  in  their  navel  and  m,arrow  to  their 
bones ; 

And  shall  find  luisdom  and  great 
treasures  of  knowledge,  even  hidden 
treasures ; 

And  shall  run  and  not  be  iveary,  and 
shall  walk  and  not  faint. 

And  I,  the  Lord,  give  unto  them  a 
promise,  that  the  destroying  angel  shall 
pass  by  them,  as  the  children  of  Israel, 
and  not  slay  them.. 

May  every  father  and  mother  so  order 
their  lives  that  their  example  will  be  an  in- 
spiration to  their  children.  May  all 
realize  that  every  Latter-day  Sa'nt  carries, 
to  a  certain  extent,  upon  his  or  her  shoul- 
ders the  reputation  of  the  church  of  Christ. 
May  the  Lord,  our  Father  in  heaven,  help 
each  and  every  Latter-day  Saint  to  become 
familiar  with  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord  as  contained  in  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants;  to  become  familiar  with  the 
h'story  and  the  dealings  of  God  with  Joseph 
Smith,  with  the  marvellous  inspiration  of 
the  living  God  to  him  who  was  the  founder, 
under  God,  of  the  church  of  Christ. 

Above  all,  may  each  Latter-day  Saint  live 
the  gospel  so  that  its  truth  will  be  pro- 
claimed by  his  example. 


Nevei  make  a  dollar  that  you  <\o  not  pay 
the  I-XDrd  His  share  of  it,  and  be  liberal  with 
your  offerings  to  the  poor,  and  in  all  good 
works,  and  you  will  be  happy  and  God  will 
bless  you. 

— Heber  J.  Grant. 
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